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9 April 2013


PRESS RELEASE

Botox remains unavailable in Scotland
The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) has today announced its decision not to recommend Botox® (botulinum toxin type A) as a prophylactic treatment for chronic migraine.  
The SMC is the body that assesses and accepts newly licensed drugs, which clearly represent good value for money for NHS Scotland patients.  This is the second time that the SMC has considered the use of Botox® for the treatment of chronic migraine.  The treatment was first assessed by the SMC in 2011 and received a negative decision.
In making the announcement, the SMC state that they did not recommend botulinum toxin type A (Botox®) for use because "the balance of costs and benefits meant that it was not considered to offer value for money".  A briefing note and detailed advice can be found on the SMC website.
Botox® was licensed in the UK in July 2010 by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) for use as a preventative treatment for chronic migraine in adults.  The MHRA is the government agency which is responsible for ensuring that medicines and medical devices work, and are acceptably safe.  Botox® is the first preventative treatment to receive a specific license for patients with chronic migraine. 
In June 2012 the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) issued guidance recommending Botox® is made available on the NHS in England and Wales as a possible preventive treatment option for some adults with chronic migraine.  Allergan, the company that produces Botox®, subsequently resubmitted the treatment to the SMC for consideration.
Consultant Neurologist Dr Fayyaz Ahmed, a trustee of The Migraine Trust and chair of the British Association for the Study of Headache (BASH) said:
“I have now treated more than 500 chronic migraine patients and administered over 700 cycles of Botox®.  The difference that it makes to the lives of the people concerned cannot be described in words.  I am extremely disappointed with this outcome.”




Wendy Thomas, Chief Executive of The Migraine Trust said:
“We are disappointed that chronic migraine patients in Scotland will not have access to a treatment on the NHS which is available to patients elsewhere in the UK after the recommendation from NICE.  

"Patients with chronic migraine tend to try many different painkillers and medications to reduce or stop the headaches, but treatment options are limited and unfortunately they sometimes just don’t work.

Botox® could provide a tested and licensed option and we hope, in time, Scottish patients may also be able to access this potentially life‐changing treatment.”


