



Please reply to: -  Dr. Fayyaz Ahmed,
Honorary Chairman,
Department of Neurology,
Hull Royal Infirmary ,
Analby Road,
Hull  HU3 2JZ.
Telephone:    01482 675591

A company limited by guarantee, registered in England, no. 3660000.
Registered Charity No. 107278916:20            
file_0.png


file_1.wmf







16 July 2013


PRESS RELEASE

METHYSERGIDE – Production ceased

‘’The manufacturer of Methysergide, Novartis, has ceased production of this drug and so long term access to Methysergide is not clear.  Whilst there are currently supplies available, this is largely via import from Australia or Canada and some headache centres are doing this.  So far as we are aware, no other pharmaceutical company intends to take over the manufacture of Methysergide.

The best course of action for anyone taking Methysergide for migraine or cluster headache is to see their healthcare professional who initiated their Methysergide treatment, who will be able to either secure re-supply or an alternative drug if unable to secure Methysergide and if treatment is still needed.

Methysergide’s availability in Europe is being reviewed by the European Medicines Authority (EMA) and the U.K.’s Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Authority (MHRA) and they are continuing to explore potential availability within the U.K. possibly within a more limited licence.

The European Medicines Agency’s Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) has recommended restricting the use of medicines containing ergot derivatives.  In the case of migraine and cluster headache, the medicine in question is dihydroergotamine (DHE).  The CHMP has decided that these medicines should no longer be used to treat several conditions including the prevention of migraine headaches, since the risks were deemed to be greater than the benefits, based on a review of data showing an increased risk of fibrosis (formation of excess connective tissue that can damage organs and body structures) and ergotism (symptoms of ergot poisoning).  The CHMP opinion will now be sent to the European Commission for the adoption of a legally binding decision throughout the EU.

You should make an appointment with your doctor if you are taking a medicine containing ergot derivatives (dihydroergotamine) as migraine prophylaxis.  Your doctor will confirm whether you should change to another treatment.

Some ergot derivatives are approved in some EU Member States for use in other therapeutic indications, including the treatment of acute migraine (treating a migraine attack as it occurs).  These products will remain authorised and may continue to be used.

The status of iv DHE currently remains to be clarified.’’


